In their healthy state the gums are firm and, it may be^ somewhat hardened, with just enough blood present to color them a delicate pink. Gums in this condition offer a support to the teeth which it would be hard to surpass.
In the disordered condition of which we are speaking,, however, thev become swollen, and are so discharged with blood as to present an appearance of having been parboiled. The If brass it will turn green. German silver will do the same; nickel will go black. Gold, pure, 22k. or 18k., will be unaffected, and the acid will stand like water; 15k. will turn very slightly brown if the acid is pressed well in with the bare finger; 12k. will go the same without any pressing in; 9k. goes a decided brown at once.?English Mechanic
